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Part of Penguin's beautiful hardback Clothbound Classics series, designed by the award-winning

Coralie Bickford-Smith, these delectable and collectible editions are bound in high-quality colourful,

tactile cloth with foil stamped into the design. The epic tale of Odysseus and his ten-year journey

home after the Trojan War forms one of the earliest and greatest works of Western literature.

Confronted by natural and supernatural threats - shipwrecks, battles, monsters and the implacable

enmity of the sea-god Poseidon - Odysseus must use his wit and native cunning if he is to reach his

homeland safely and overcome the obstacles that, even there, await him.
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Over the years, I've encountered several different translations of Homer's 'The Odyssey' in school

textbooks. These were generally excerpts, not the work in its entirety. I had become quite familiar

with it's plot, as well as its ties to Greek mythology, though I'd never read the whole work. I've made

attempts at reading Robert Fitzgerald's full translation of 'The Odyssey' in the past, though I found

that I couldn't get into it. A couple of months before writing this review, I came across this particular

translation...After leafing through the pages, it appeared to be much more accessible than others I

had seen, so I thought I'd give it a try. One of the key differences between this translation and

others is that it has been rendered in the style of a novel than like the epic poetry its been translated

from. Though the literal meaning of the passages has been largely retained, I find this translation's

layout to be more aesthetically appealing and, thus, easier for a casual reader to become immersed



in. 'The Odyssey' is the story of the main character, Odysseus, and his return to his home in Ithaca

after the Trojan War. Odysseus, the King of Ithaca, had to leave both his wife Penelope and his

newly born son Telemachus behind because he has to leave for Troy. 'The Odyssey' begins,

chronologically, in the 'middle' of the actual sequence of events in Odysseus' story. While Odysseus

has been away from Ithaca for an unusually long length of time, his patron goddess, Athena, is

discussing his fate with her father, Zeus. In the meantime, Odysseus' wife, Penelope, is constantly

being harassed by a large group of men collectively referred to as the 'Suitors', who wish to marry

her, since it appears that there is no chance of Odysseus returning.
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